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FORMATION BRIEFING GUIDE 

Call Sign 

Weather and NOTAMS 

Takeoff: Lineup, Type Takeoff (10 second spacing) 

Joinup after Takeoff: Type, Rejoin Airspeed 

Route Of Flight 

Altitude Of Flight 

Radio Frequencies to be used and manner of changing 

Maneuvers and Parameters 

Maneuver Limitations 

Rejoin Airspeeds 

Ops Checks: Fuel, Oil Pai, Tempe, Electrical Sys 

Lead Change: Visual/Radio 

Emergency Procedures 

Offer lead to stricken aircraft 

Total engine failure 

Mid Air Collision Potential 

Transmitter/Receiver Failure, or NORDO 

Emergency with NORDO: HEFOE System 

Breaking Out of Formation S.H.I.T 

Loat Wingman. 

Recovery to Airport 

Pattern Type/Flight Breakup/Landing 

taxi Back/Ground Ope 

Debrief 

Remember the Ho-No's! 

; .. , __ -- ' ., ',., ..• ,,,i 'i<l 1.00K BAD 

1. Never attempt formation flying without having received proper instruction in 
flight. 
2. Haver "drop in" on an airplane or another formation. RemQber FAR 91.651 
3. Haver attempt formation flight unless you are confident of tha other pilot' e 
ability and judgement. 
4, The leader never doea anything abrubtly. 
5, The leader never takes the formation into dangeroue conditions. 
6, The wingman must never lose sight of the leader. 
7. You should never attempt to operate a camera or camcorder while flying on the 
wing. 
9. The wingman should never cross leed's 3/9 line unless being offered the lead. @ 



FORMATION VISUAL SIGNALS 

Start engine, runup, pitchout - index finger describes a circle horizontally 

Radio channel change - Tap headset, then signal frequency 
Prebriefed "co!lllllon" frequency - hold up fist 
Manual frequency - signal numbers one at a time, pull hand out of view between 
digits, fiat £or "0", fingers vertically £or 1 thru 5, horizontally for 6 thru 
10. 

Fuel· Quan.ti ty Check - perform drinking motion with hand. Answer back # or gallons 
remaining, or II OK 11 signal. 

Increase Power - Left fist moves forward 

Decrease Power Left fist moves aft 

Loosen formation - Yaw aircraft (watch Dutch roll) 

Tighten formation or rejoin - Rock wings 

Echelon turn - hold up 1st and 4th fingers in a "ram's horn" 

Transmitter Failure - wave hand in front of mouth, side to side 

Receiver railure - wave hand by ear, back and forth 

Total Radio Failure - Do both the above (Halen Keller) 

NORDO with another Emergency - HEFOE System 
Hold fist at top of canopy I then signal digits 1 thru 5, as appropriate: 1) 
Hydraulic, 2) Electrical, 3) Fuel, 4) Oxygen, 5) Engine. 

I Must Lend I!lllllediately - Fist at top or canopy, thumb pointing down, then move fist 
rapidly up and down 

Descend to a Lower Altitude - Hand held £lat, palm down, make descending motion 

Tactical Line Abreast - Porpoise aircraft 

Lower Gear - Fist over shoulder, thumb down. Execute on head nod, 

Lower Landing Brake - Make biting motion with hand, Execute on head nod, 

Lower Flaps - Hand over shoulder, then bend down at wrist. Execute on head nod. 

Visual Lead Change - Yaw aircraft to loosen formation. Make fist with 1 finger held 
up, then move back and forth three times, third time wind up with 2 fingers up. 
Wingman moves up, big head, nod as he passes 3/9 line, lead changes at that 
point. Switch responsibilities, new leader rocks in new wingie, "Lead wags and 
points, 2 nods and rocks," 

Ops check, descent check, etc, - Make cheokmark sign with hand 

Condition OK - make "OK" sign with hand 
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