
Production News 
/111 ,...,, .,, , / !<11h t'I 

()utlook Promising for MATCO 
( "' (>rnpound Brakes 

Velocity was so ''wanting'' of a 
\ .Y t 1 l l-dcsigned, heavy-duty brake sys
lL'nl fc>r tl1 e Velocity XL, that we 
r·t1 s l1ed to n1arket MA TCO' s proto-
t ) ' 1,t' version of its ''323 Compound'' 
wl1eel a11d brake. Problems were 
L' r1rc)t111tered on the prototype brakes. 
We discovered that after 6 months of 
ti se and approximately 400 landings 
tl1c1t the brakes had a problem in 
s l1edding brake dust, which then 
clogged the moving mechanisms and 

· n1a tely caused the brake parts to 
'-' verl1eat and warp. George Happ 
c111d the MATCO team were quick to 
exan1i11e the problem and arrive at a 
so]t1tion. The ''323 Compound'' has 
L1een redesigned to improve the 
ren1oval of brake dust from the pre
\1iousl)' affected areas - and so far, 
tl1e results have been impressive. A 
Velocity XL owner in California has 
been field-testing this new version of 
tl1e ''323 Compound'' and reports 
cc>11sistent landing rolls of less than 
J ,(JOO fee t with the aircraft at near 
gross . By the way, after months of 
field -testing both the prototype and 
i111proved versions of the Compound 
l1rakes with a phenolic pad placed 
l1c.-1t ween the axle and the gear leg, 
ll,L'rc l1as been virtually no heat 
t r,l 11 s f<.: r· f1·01n the brakes to the fiber
)' l,1ss 111ain gear legs. Temperature 
~ t ·r1s i ti \'e indicator tape was installed 
t )11 l v\-'C) XL aircraft running the 
''Cc)mpound'' brakes and gear leg 

·11 ~,era tu res have yet to exceed 120 
. ·g fl'C~. 


