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RUTAN EYING MORE RECORDS 
It seems every time D ick R utan starts 
looking at the horizo n , reco rds fa ll
and he is looking again. 

Rutan just purchased a Berkut kit 
from Experimental A via ti on in Santa 
Monica, Ca lifornia . It should be done 
by the e nd of 1995, a ll ow in g him to 
attempt a National Aeronautic Associ
at ion/Federation Aeronautique Inter
nationale distance record for Class C-
1 b, Group I , a ircraft from Oakland, 
California, to Hawaii. 

Fo llowing that, Rutan will take the 
a ircraft to Alaska ( perh aps Anchor
age) stuff nea rly 300 ga llo ns of f ue l 
into the tiny aircraft, and fl y south until 
the tanks nearly run dry, which sho uld 
occur somewhere near the southern tip 
of South America. Actual departure 
and dest in at ion c iti es a re not firm as 
ye t, but the d istance co uld be as much 

as 12,000 miles. 
Berkut is named for a sub-species of 

golden eagle flown by no mad ic tribes
men in Kirghizia, in south-central Russia. 

T h e Berkut kit costs $26,890 a nd 
requires an investment of about $60,000 
to complete. Rutan will save on that by 
usi ng avion ics and a Lycoming I0-360 
h e has on h a nd f r om other projects. 
The airpla ne cruises at more than 200 
knots with 35 gal lons of fuel a nd two 
passengers, or 175 knots with Rutan 
and 300 gal lo ns of f ue l. What 's Rutan 
get out of it? 

' I get a really nice p laque to l1ang on 
th e wall ,' Rutan jokes . ''Records are 
there to be broken. When they are, it's 
because we m ade a d vancem e nts in 
technology." His Voyage,-earth-circling 
a ircraft now hangs in the Nationa l Air 
and Space Museum. D 


