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COZY 4518S BEGAN its life with the sig11ing of the lice11se agi·ee1ne11t 
witl1 Nat PL1ffe1· 011 Ma)' 25 1994. The fi1·st test fligl1t consisti11g of 
fo t11· lo\1\r app1·oaches and a :ft1ll-stop la11di11g, took place on October 
23 2012 at Napa Cou11ty Ai1·po1·t in Napa Califo1·nia. 

I pL11·chased a Bu1·t RL1ta11 inspired l<it f1·om Ai1·c1·aft Sp1·uce ai1d 
p1·acticed tl1e com po site co11sn·uction teclmiqL1es. The air·craft was 
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built pe1· plans ,Nith 011e n1ajor exceptio11: It's po,vered by a 1991 
Mazda 13B fuel-injected, wate1·-cooled, 1·ota1·y engii1e dri,ri11g a 
th1·ee-blade con1posite p1·opelle1·, v.rhich I bt1ilt. T1·acy C1·ool<, of Real 
Wo1·ld Solt1tio11s Inc., supplied the RD-lB gear 1·edt1ction drive, the 
EC3 EFI ignitio11 contJ:olle1·, a11d EM3 e11gi11e n1onito1--. 
I11st1·t1111.e11tatio11 is VFR 01tly, witl1 a Garrnin GTR 200 VHF co1nm/ 

i11te1·com, a Sandia STX 165 tra11spo11de1·, ar1d a Dy11011 
Dl Pocl<et Panel por·table EFIS. I have logged almost 
80 hours of fligl1t tin1e, includi11g the FAA 1·eqL1i1·ed 40 
l1ou1·s of test ti1ne. 

The ai1·c1·aft is a sweethea1·t to fly, with spo1·ty 
perfo1·mance a11d excelle11t visibility th1·ougl1 the 
bubble canopy. Pe1·fo1·ma11ce is typical of a canard
type ai1·c1·aft althoL1gl1 I continue to experime11t 
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with diffe1·e11t p1·opelle1·s to obtain a 11101·e efficie11t 
c1·uise speed. 

I had tl1e p1·oject evalL1ated by tecl1 co1111.selor 
Dwigl1t F. Giles when most of tl1-e 1naj 01· parts 
w.e1·e fi11ished, and I spol<e witl1 C.J. Stepl1ens, a 
flig·ht adviso1·, p1·io1· to test flyi11g. He was ve1-y 
helpft1l as l1e fle,iV tl1e CAFE Fot111datio11 tests on 
a Coz)r MK IV. 

Al'Arays wo1·k on yotu· ai1·craft p1·oject once a day, eve11 
if only fo1· a fe,;v 1nin11tes. P1·ojects fade and die easil)' 
when 11ot wo1·ked 011 co11tinuot1Sl)r t1ntil fi11ished. EAA 
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