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In the Judd household, flying is a 
family affair. Ray obtained his pilot's 
license 15 years ago when hi s wife , 
Lorraine, bought flying lessons for his 

55th birthday. Not to be outdone, Lor
raine got her license in 1993. 

After Ray took his first hour-long 
lesson, he spent twice that time talk
ing about it," Lorraine said. "He was 
as enthusiastic as a kid, and I found it 
was catching. I admit I took my first 
lesson for Ray, but every one after 

Ray and Lorraine Judd, Huddleston, VA., recipients of Phillips 66 Aviation Leadership 
Awards. They have teamed up to fly more than 380 Young Eagles since 1992. 
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that was for me." 
Together, the couple has flown more 

than 380 Young Eagles since they joined 
the program in 1992. Asked why they've 
become so involved in the Young Eagles 
Program, Ray said sin1ply, ''We 're get
ting so much out of aviation, we figured 
we had to give something back." 

The Judds are proud owners (with a 
partner) of a 30-year-old Mooney M20-
C named ''Little Lady." The owners 
recently repainted the aircraft and refur
bished the interior. 

''This is definitely a team effort," he 
said. ''Lorraine takes care of the ground 
work, makes arrangements and teaches 
t he parents about aviation while I take 
the kids up flying. Since we do most of 
our Young Eagles flights on an individ
ual basis, rather than through rallies, we 
never could have flown this many kids if 
there weren't two of us." 

''You just have to see the look of pure 
enjoyment on a child's face after they've 
been up in the 'Little Lady' to know the 
Young Eagles Program is worth it," Lor
raine said. ''When kids show a lasting 
interest in aviation because of that first 
flight, it's even more gratifying." 

Ray and Lorraine, now retired from 
jobs as an industrial engineer and ac
countant, respectively, have become 
known in their Smith Mountain Lake re
sort hometown as ''the couple who will 
fly your kids or grandkids for free." 

Ray said a crowning moment for 
him was when one Young Eagle listed 
him as a reference on an aeronautical 
college application. 

''I try to emphasize to parents and 
children that an airplane is not just a rich 
man's toy and that general aviation is not 
just a leisure pursuit," Ray said. ''Gen
eral aviation is a big contributor to local 
economies and job creation -Virginia's 
airports alone contribute more than $6 
billion in economic activity to the state 
each year." Ray believes that the more 
people know about aviation, the healtl1-
ier the industry will be. 

In addition to flying Young Eagles, 
Ray and Lorraine participate in tlu·ee or 
four rallies help by local EAA Chapters 
each year. They also help fly about 150 
kids from the local high school one day 
each year, and have been invited to 
speak about aviation at area schools. 

Lorraine and Ray also give a short 
safety talk before each flight. It's impor
tant to help kids and tl1eir parents 
understand that flying is safe. 

''There are a lot of safety miscon-

ceptions out there, and we feel it's our 
responsibility to help dispel them," 
Ray said. 

Ray and Lorraine plan to co11tinue 
flying for a long time. ''Flying will al
ways be a big part of our lives," Lorraine 
said . ''We try to take the plane out at 
least once a week, otherwise we get 
withdrawal symptoms. 

''We want to give as many children as 
possible that same thrill." 

Next month you'll meet David An
gel, Sr., an.d Alan Kupferschmidt, 
Pl1illips' other 1998 Aviation Leader
ship Award recipients. · + 
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