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Melville Honored At OSH 

MIKE MELVILLE 

Mike Melville, longtin1e test 
Sc,1 led s IJ i Io t f o 1· B LI 1·t R tit c.l n 

Co111posi tes, Inc., w,1s r)1·escnt
cd tl1e Society of Expe1·in1cntal 
Test Pil ots' 4

' Sp i 1· it of Pl i g 11 t 
Awa1·d'' at EAA Ai1·Vc11lt11·e '99 
in Osl1ko l1 , Wisc . 

Tl1e p1·esen tat ion w tls made 
by RL1t,tn clt an awa1·ds ce1·e1110-
11y l1eld July 3 1st at L11e EAA's 
Tl1e,1t1·e in tl1e Woods. SCI, Rt1-

tan 's Mojave, Ca li f .-b ased 
company, sponso1·ed th is yea1· 's 
awa1·d. 

was i11d eed tl1e 
1· i g 11 t c h o i c e f o 1· th e a w a 1· d . 
Melvil le flew to Oshkosh ir1 tl1e 
P 1· o t e Lt s , t 11 e ad _j u s tab I e-w i n g , 
h igl1-a 1 titt1de su1-vei l lance and 
1·eco11naissance ai1·c1·aft de
signed by Rutan. It was 
Melville who pi loted the P1·0-

tet1s on its 1n,1iden flight exactly 

P1·ov in oo he 

011e ye,11· ago. 
0 n t 11 e t 1· i p to O s h l< o s 11 , 

Melvil le tlew at FLSOO, a typi
c a I a I t i t LI d e f o 1· t 11 e P 1 • o t e u s , 
wl1 icl1 was designed to loiter· at 
Lhat altitt1de fo1· up to 18 hoL11·s. 
Tl1e t'l igl1t was not witl1() L1l inci-..... 
dent, howeve1·. 

··when 
f1·om 

desce11ded, we 
ot1 tside ai 1· tem

p e 1· ,1 t Ll 1· e o f 7 4 ° F to a l m o s t 
went 

we 
[lTI 

100°F~ l' Melville said. '"'The ai1·-
plane fogged up inside and we 
logged a little IMC 1·ight inside 
the ai11Jlane. ' 
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