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Officials seek plane parts in Denver's crash 
By Karen Thomas 
and John Ritter 
USA TODAY 

Preliminary pathology tests 
Monday showed no substance 
abuse or foul play involved in 
the crash of a plane that killed 
singer John Denver. 

Denver, who had been a pi
lot for more than 20 years, was 
testing a new home-built craft 
Sunday evening when it fell 

into California's Monterey Bay. 
Sheriff Norman Hicks said 

the engine quit, "and it went 
straight down into the water." 

Monterey police expect final 
toxicology results in 10-14 days; 
Denver had two drunken-driv
ing arrests in Colorado. 

Police said Denver, 53, died 
on impact. His body was identi
fied by fingerprints. 

He did several touch and go 
trials - landing, rolling down 

the runway, lifting 
off again - on Sat
urday. After similar 
trials Sunday, he left 
on a planned one
hour flight. 

The National 
Transportation Safe
ty Board (NTSB) 

tower for radar 
identification. 

said Denver's atten- John Denver Reuters 

tion was focused on 

His first signal 
was not picked up 
and he tried again. 
"His last words were 
'Do you have it 
now?' " said NTSB 
investigator George 
Petterson. 

Pilot error is one 
theory NTSB officials will con
sider. Others: structural de-

the transponder, which allows 
the pilot to key in a signal to the 

fects or mechanical failure. Of
ficials say they have found the 
plane's engine and plan to re
cover it and other parts today. 

The singer melded folk with 
country music to become a sta

-ple of the 1970s. His The Great
est Hits of John Denver still 
ranks among the best-selling al
bums of all time. 

.., Appreciation, 1 D 

.., Denver's plane, 2D 
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NTSB: Denver was flying illegally 
Singer grounded · 
after charges of 
drunken driving 
By Robert Davis 
USA TODAY 

John Denver was flying illegally when 
his plane crashed, the National Trans
portation Safety Board said Tuesday. 

Investigators say Denver's medical 
certificate had been suspended under 
the Federal Aviation Administration's 
tough stance against drunken pilots. 

The FAA revokes the medical certifi
cate from a pilot after a drunken driv
ing arrest. Denver was charged with 
drunken driving in 1993 and 1994. 

A pilot's license is good for life, but a 
private pilot must pass a medical exam 
every two years to keep flying. Suspend
ing the medical certificate lets the FAA 
quickly ground pilots. 

There is no sign that Denver, the folk 
singer famous for songs like Thank God 
I'm a Country Boy, had been drinking 
before he died in the crash Sunday near 
Pacific Grove, calif. Toxicology results 
won't be back for more than a week. 

Denver's business partner, Hal Thau, 
said the singer had been assured by one 
FAA official that it was OK for him to 
keep flying until his DUI case went to 
trial in Aspen, Colo., in January. 

By Paul Sakuma, AP "John told me that any suspension of 
the license was technical," Thau said. 
"He had gotten .a call or had spoken to 
an official at the FAA ·and was told that 

Recovery effort: A rescue worker helps salvage the engine and propeller stub 
Tuesday from the plane in which John Denver was killed near Pacific Grove, Calif. 

he could fly until they saw what went on crashes each year, the NtSB says. 
in Aspen." ' 1 Kent Jackson, a lawyer who repre-

The FAA would not dis;.,uss the June sents pilots fighting to keep their li-
1996 suspension. , . censes, says the FAA is strict on DUis. 

Aviation lawyers say a pf.ot usually\ 1 ·'tI 's very serious," Jackson says. "I 
can keep his or her license after a DUI lf'l+ve to give the FAA credit." 
arrest if the pilot can prove sobriety. l,ederal aviation rules require pilots 
But Denver had two DUI arrests in a to irl'tt,rtt\ the FAA of any drunken driv-
year, so the FAA was treating it more ing' an;est. At the same time, the FAA 
sP.riouslv. consta.ntlv checks a nationwide data-

pilots. The agency can suspend a medi
cal certificate if it finds that a pilot has 
failed to report a DUI arrest. 

Denver's :first drunken driving arrest 
came Aug. 21, 1993. The next month he 
pleaded guilty to a reduced charge of 
driving while impaired. 

But exactly one year after his arrest, 
on Aug. 21, 1994, he was arrested again 
and charged with drunken driving. 

Public service Friday; 
burial will be private 

A public memorial service for 
John Denver will be held Friday at 
Faith Presbyterian Church in Aurora, 
Colo. Burial will be private. Denver's 
family has requested that, instead of 
flowers, donations be made to: 

liJI,, The Windstar Land Conservan
cy, c/o RM.I., 1739 Snowmass Creek 
Road, Snowmass, Colo. 81654 . 
Phone: 970-927-4178. 

1iJ1,, The Hunger Project, 15 E. 26th 
St. #1401, New York, N.Y. 10010. 
Phone: 212-532-4255. 

liJI,, The Cousteau Society, 870 
Greenbriar Circle #402, Chesapeake, 
Va., 23320. Phone: 757-523-9335. 

From wire reports 

court, but the jury could not reach aver
dict. The case was to go back to trial for 
another jury to consider in January. 

Thau said saving his pilot privileges 
was Denver's top concern in fighting 
the second DUI case in court. 

"He wasn't going to get any jail time," 
Thau says. "He didn't care about losing 
his car license. It was his pilot's license 
that was important to him." 

Denver had just bought the plane, a 
home-built Long-EZ, on Saturday and 
was in his :first hour flying the plane 
when he crashed. 

Denver was a seasoned pilot who 
flew several types of planes, but investi
gators don't know yet how much experi
ence the singer had in the Long-EZ. 

NTSB investigators are looking at ev
erything from pilot error to mechanical 
failure. 

Jim Campbell, editor of US Aviator 
magazine, had fl.own with Denver. He 
doubts Denver was knowingly breaking 
aviation rules. "He was a real straight 
arrow." Camobell says. "But the FAA 
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Denver, not just a country boy 
Folk singer 
stood firm in 
his. causes 
By David Zimmerman 
USA TODAY 

When he was at the top of 
the heap, John Denver could 
get wild applause simply by 
shouting his trademark "far 
out!" He was that rare musi
cian who achieved worldwide 
fame and popularity with folk, 
country, rock and pop audi
ences of all ages. 

Appreciation 

Denver, 53, was killed Sun
day when the single-engine 
plane he was piloting crashed 
off the California coast "He 
loved :flying. He died doing 
something he loved," said Teri 
Martell, whose sister Annie 
was Denver's first wife and the 
subject of one of his many me
lodic folk-pop .favorites. 

Annie's Song shared hit sta
tus with Sunshine on My 
Shoulders and Back Home 
Again. Denver's social and eco
logical concerns found expres
sion in song, too; he celebrated 
American landscapes and cul
tures in Rocky Mountain High, 
Some Days Are Diamonds and 
Wild Montana Skies. 

Calypso, his soaring tribute 
to pioneering oceanographer 
Jacques Cousteau, went to No. 
2 in 1975, with proceeds eoine 

Good works 
persisted in 
hard times 
By Karen Thomas 
USA TODAY 

John Denver may not have 
been packing arenas in recent 
years, but the singer /song
writer maintained a steady 
flow of benefit performances 
and concert tours. 

When his plane went down 
Sunday, killing the Rocky 
Mountain High singer, he was 
writing songs in hopes of re
leasing an album of new mate
rial next year. 

And there were his causes. . 
In Baltimore Sept 20 for a 

cystic fibrosis fund-raiser, Den
ver agreed to belt out Thank 
God I'm a Country Boy at an 
Orioles bac,eball game, where 
his anthem is regular fare dur
ing the seventh-inning stretch. 

Among Denver's favorite 
charities in Aspen, Colo., is a 
camp for deaf children. But his 
public profile there had been 
shifting. Local newspapers fo
cused less on his music and 
more on two drunken driving 
arrests. 

"The last five or six years 
have been the hardest part of 
my life," he said earlier this 
year. But Denver, who once 
said, "When I get depressed, I 
question whether life is worth 
living," was not a recluse. "He 
w~c:.n't t11rlrorl nnrn~ 'I' ;_ "' --'-!- " 



Annie's-Song shared hit sta
tus with Sunshine on My 
Shoulders and Back Home 
Again. Denver's social and eco
logical concerns found expres
sion in song, too; he celebrated 
American landscapes and cul
tures in Rocky Mountain High, 
Some Days Are Diamonds and 
Wild Montana Skies. 

Calypso, his soaring tribute 
to pioneering oceanographer 
Jacques Cousteau, went to No. 
2 in 1975, with proceeds going 
to the Cousteau Society, of 
which Denver became a board 
member. He helped found the 
Windstar Foundation, a non
profit environmental educa
tion and research group, and a 
reforestation project called 
Plant-it Zoo. 

His memorable tunes be
came cultural touchstones: 
West Virginia used a line from 
Take Me Home, Country 
Roads as a tourist slogan, and 
Baltimore Orioles fans to this 
day belt Thank God I'm a 
Country Boy at the seventh-in-

Please see COVER STORY 
next page..,. 

Above, Reuters; rlght by Doug Kapustln, AP 

Pop hits: John Denver celebrated Amer
ican landscapes in songs like 'Rocky 
Mountain High' and performed Thank 
God I'm a Country Boy,' right, during an 
Orioles game in Baltimore Sept. 20. 

.., The dangers and thrills of 
experimental planes. 

.., The singer's thoughts on 
death. Page 2D 

1977 file pnoto by AP 

'Oh, God!': Denver starred with Teri Garr in the 1977 film about an ordinary 
guy visited by God. The singer also appeared on numerous TV shows. 

. - -

l.:nannes m Aspen, Colo., is a 
camp for deaf children. But his 
public profile there had been 
shifting. Local newspapers fo
cused less on his music and 
more on two drunken driving 
arrests. 

"The last five or six years 
have been the hardest part of 
my life," he said earlier this 
year. But Denver, who once 
said, "When I get depressed, I 
question whether life is worth 
living," was not a recluse. "He 
wasn't tucked away in a cabin," 
says Aspen Daily News report
er Rick carroll. 

Last week, Denver remi
nisced with the mayor of his 
namesake city in the crowded 
owner's box at Mile High Stadi
um, along with Denver's grown 
son, Zach. "We spoke mostly 
during halftime, because he 
was so intensely into the game. 
He was a real Broncos fan," re
calls Mayor Wellington Webb, 
who described the singer as 
outgoing and "pretty upbeat" 
that night 

Zach, 22, and Anna Kate, 20, 
are Denver's adopted children 
from his marriage to Ann Den
ver, now a psychotherapist in 
Aspen, for whom he wrote the 
ballad Annie's Song. Their 
marriage ended in 1979. 

But Denver recently had 
been splitting time between his 
Colorado hideaway and a 
home outside carmel, Calif., 
near Jesse Belle, 8, his daugh- . 
ter with cassandra Delaney. 
They divorced in 1991. 

An accomplished golfer (he 
had a handicap of 7), Denver 
enjoyed the area's renowned 
courses. Robert Boerner, a 

1 manager at The Lodge at Peb-
ble Beach, says the singer 
planned on flying over Clint 
Eastwood's new golf course 
Sunday. Denver had played a 
round earlier that day; his golf 
bag was found in the passenger 
seat of his Porsche, which was 
parked at a Monterey airport 

Contributing: Sue Facter, 
Patrick O'Driscoll, John Ritter 



folksingers like Bob Dylan and Joan 
Baez when folk came into vogue. Liv
ing in Los Angeles in the early 1960s, 
he got his first musical break as a 
regular performer at Leadbetter's 
nightclub. In 1965, he bested 250 oth
er hopefuls to become lead singer of 
the popular Chad Mitchell Trio. 

But the trio's best days were be
hind it, and he left in 1969, the year 
Leaving on a Jet Plane hit big, to 
move with Annie to Aspen, Colo., 
where he began singing at ski resorts 
and touring. Performing in Washing
ton, D.C., he met manager Jerry 
Weintraub, who got him exposure on 
such shows as Merv Griffi.n and a re
cording contract with RCA. But de
spite good reviews, his first three al
bums failed to hit the charts. 

Then, in 1971, there was Country 
Roads. It wasn't an instant smash, 
but after a long climb, it claimed the 
No. l spot on Billboard's chart. The 
resulting attention prompted Denver 
to sign up for a series of shows in 
England to improve his 1V skills. 

In 1972 and 1973 he popped up of
ten on the talk and variety circuit, 
hosted the late-night Midnight Spe
cial and began appearing in such 1V 
dramas as McCloud. His 1972 album 
Rocky Mountain High shot to the top 
of the charts, and by 1975 - his big
gest year ever - he was generally 
considered the top-selling recording 
artist in the USA. 

That same year, the Country Mu
sic Association named him its enter
tainer of the year. It was a controver
sial choice because he wasn 't 
considered a traditional country art
ist After announcing Denver as win
ner, country star Charlie Rich pulled 
out a cigarette lighter and torched 
the envelope. 

But his good-natured sincerity and 
sunny smile made him a winner on 
countless 1V specials. He appeared 
with Kermit the Frog in a Christmas 
special called John Denver and the 
Muppets: A Christmas Together. 

Denver even tried his hand at 
movies as an ordinary man who is 
visited by a cigar-chomping deity in 
the 1977 George Burns comedy Oh, 
God! 

"John's music certainly defined 
the 1970s for me," says Bob Carpen
ter of the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 
(Denver appeared on the group's 
1988 Will the Circle Be Unbroken II 
album) . Carpenter lauded the sing
er's social convictions. "He was a guy 
who was always there to do benefits 
and help people out" 

In the '80s, though, his musical ca
reer began to founder, and lately 
Denver had had troubles in his per
sonal life as well. He pleaded guilty 
in September 1993 to an Aug. 21, 
1993, drunken driving arrest The 
charge was reduced to driving while 
ability was impaired, and he was sen
tenced to probation and a fine. 

The singer was arrested exactly a 
year later - Aug. 21, 1994 - on a 
second drunken driving charge. A 

Pop music has II 
lost many to . . .. . 

By Robert Davis 
USA TODAY 

John Denver was one of a 
growing number of pilots who 
chase thrills in home-built planes. 

Lightweight, efficient and fast, 
the Long EZ model Denver was 
flying looked like a jet with its Y
shape, its wings sweeping off the 
rear. It was one of 23,000 "experi
mental" planes currently in use. 
Another 1,000 take to the skies ev
ery year. 

The Long EZ is a popular mod
el but has had a string of acci
dents over recent years. 

National Transportation Safety 
Board records dating back to 1983 
show that the Long EZ has been 
involved in 61 other accidents, 17 
of them resulting in deaths, with a 
total of 21 people killed, accord
ing to the Associated Press. 

The deadliest span came over 
nine days around July 4, 1983, 
when three crashes accounted for 
six deaths. Most of the crashes 
were blamed on pilot error. 

The "experimental" designa
tion is given to most home-built 
and other planes that have not 
been certified by the Federal A vi
ation Administration as meeting 
strict safety standards. The FAA 
does assure that the planes meet 
minimum safety standards. Pilots 
must be certified to fly the planes. 

Home-built airplanes are so 
small that often they're construct
ed in somebody's garage. Pilots 
can buy the plans for the planes 
from one company and the mate
rials needed to construct them 
from others. 

first trial ended in a hung jury; a sec
ond was to start in January. 

Still, he consistently maintained 
his humanitarian concerns, linking 
his social consciousness with his mu
sic in projects like the 1995 Wildlife 
Concert 

In 1985, he toured the U.S.S.R. in 
the first performances by an Ameri
can artist since the suspension, at 
that time, of cultural exchanges be
tween the United States and the Sovi
et Union. He was the first artist from 
the West to do a multicity tour of 
mainland China, in October 1992, 
and made a similar trip to Vietnam 
in May 1994. 

"Music does bring people togeth
er," Denver once said. "It allows us 
to experience the same emotions. 
People everywhere are the same in 
heart and spirit. No matter what lan
guage we speak, what color we are, 
the form of our politics or the expres
sion of our love and our faith, music 
proves: We are the same." 

Contributing: Trey Graham, The 
Associated Press 

Associations connect those who 
have built planes with those un
dertaking the 3,000-hour task to 
help them do it right A Long EZ 
typically costs $30,000. 

Denver's aircraft was built by 
Rutan Aircraft in Mojave, Calif., 
according to a woman who an
swered the telephone there. 

Home-built planes became pop
ular among serious pilots in the 
mid-1980s after many small plane 
makers were targeted in liability 
lawsuits and shut down. Compa
nies that remained in business 
cranked out planes that were 
slower, heavier and much more 
expensive than home-built planes. 

"The experimental community 
just went bananas" about the 
Long EZ, says Drew Steketee of 
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots As
sociation. 

There are questions about how 
composite material, used to make 
the skin of the Long EZ, with
stands the test of time. Some avia
tion engineers say small cracks 
are hard to see. 

And there are no assurances 
that the plane's skin is made the 
same way in every garage. 

"You could come up with parts 
of varying strength," Steketee 
says. "In aviation, that's a no-no." 

The plane can be challenging 
to fly, too. The Long EZ can stall 
at higher speeds than other certi
fied single-engine planes, which 
means pilots must keep the plane 
moving faster than other models 
to stay aloft 

But once pilots become com
fortable flying the plane, the dif
ferences become less relevant 

To a fan's family, 
a letter of comfort 

"It was never an 'in' thing to be 
a fan of John Denver, but he had 
a ton of fans," says Matt Welch. 

The Tucson businessman, 
whose sister died of diabetes in 
1978, will never forget Denver's 
kindness. He met Denver and told 
him how much comfort his family 
drew from his song,. Sunshine 
was played at her funeral. 

The singer wrote Welch's moth
er a letter on July 15, 1980. It said: 
" . . . death is not an ending, but a 
symbol of movement along the 
path upon which we are all travel
ing. As it may be painful to lose 1 

contact with the physical aspect 
of one we love, the spirit can nev
er be lost We have been and al
ways will be a part of each other." 

The letter ended: "Peace, John 
Denver." 

Ir 
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Denver wanted to explore space 
Continued from 1D 

ning stretch. 
Denver crafted hits for other art

ists, too. Peter, Paul & Mary's Leav
ing on a Jet Plane was one. 

A licensed pilot and avid flier, he 
once approached the Soviet Union 
about training for a space-station 
mission after being rejected by 
NASA. He also was known for cham-

COVER STORY · 
pioning a variety of social and eco
logical concerns, often appearing in 
benefit concerts. 

"He was a deeply committed per
son," says Peter Yarrow of Peter, 
Paul & Mary. "My most vivid recol
lection of John is of him singing Last 
N ight I Had the Strangest Dream at 
the March on Washington in 1969. As 
he sang, television cameras scanned 
the faces of half a million people 
gathered to share their common 
dream of peace in Vietnam." 

Born Henry John Deutschendorf 
Jr . in Roswell, N.M., Denver studied 
guitar and became an avid fan of 
folk singers like Bob Dylan and Joan 
Baez when folk came into vogue. Liv
ing in Los Angeles in the early 1960s, 
he got his first musical break as a 
regular performer at Leadbetter's 
nightclub. In 1965, he bested 250 oth
er hopefuls to become lead singer of 
the popular Chad Mitchell Trio. 

But the trio's best days were be
hind it, and he left in 1969, the year 
Leaving on a Jet Plane hit big, to 
move with Annie to Aspen, Colo., 
where he began singing at ski resorts 
and touring. Performing in Washing
ton, D.C., he met manager Jerry 
Weintraub, who got him exposure on 
such shows as Merv Griffin and a re
cording contract with RCA. But de
spite good reviews, his first three al
bums failed to hit the charts. 

Then, in 1971, there was Country 
Roads. It wasn't an instant smash, 
but after a long climb, it claimed the 
No. 1 spot on Billboard's chart. The 
resulting attention prompted Denver 
to sign up for a series of shows in 
England to improve his TV skills. 

In 1972 and 1973 he popped up of
ten on the talk and variety circuit, 
hosted the late-night Midnight Spe
cial and began appearing in such TV 
dramas as McCloud. His 1972 album 
Rocky Mountain High shot to the top 
of the charts, and by 1975 - his big
gest year ever - he was generally 
considered the top-selling recording 
artist in the USA. 

That same year, the Country Mu
sic Association named him its enter
tainer of the year. It was a controver
sial choice because he wasn ' t 
considered a traditional country art-

By Jim Koepnick, Expertmentsl Aircraft Association 

LongEZ: Model was created by designer Burt Rutan in the 1970s. 

About the Long-EZ 
Cruise speed .. . .. 180 mph 
Range .... . . . . 1,200 miles 
Gross weight . 1,325 pounds 

Fuel capacity . . . 52 gallons 
Landing speed. . . . 68 mph 
Stall speed . . . . . . 65 mph 
Source: Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association 

Small, home-built planes 
a p~ion of devoted pilots 
By Robert Davis 
USA TODAY 

John Denver was one of a 
growing number of pilots who 
chase thrills in home-built planes. 

Lightweight, efficient and fast, 
the Long EZ model Denver was 
flying looked like a jet with its Y
shape, its wings sweeping off the 
rear. It was one of 23,000 "experi
mental" planes currently in use. 
Another 1,000 take to the skies ev
ery year. 

The Long EZ is a popular mod
el but has had a string of acci
dents over recent years. 

National Transportation Safety 
Board records dating back to 1983 
show that the Long EZ has been 
involved in 61 other accidents, 17 
of them resulting in deaths, with a 
total of 21 people killed, accord
ing to the Associated Pres.s. 

The deadliest span came over 
nine days around July 4, 1983, 
when three crashes accounted for 
six deaths. Most of the crashes 
were blamed on pilot error. 

The "experimental" designa
tion is given to most home-built 
and other planes that have not 
been certified by the Federal A vi
ation Administration as meeting 
strict safety standards. The FAA 
does assure that the planes meet 
minimum safety standards. Pilots 
must be certified to fly the planes. 

Home-built airplanes are so 
small that often thev're construct-

Associations connect those who 
have built planes with those un
dertaking the 3,000-hour task to 
help them do it right A Long EZ 
typically costs $30,000. 

Denver's aircraft was built by 
Rutan Aircraft in Mojave, Calif., 
according to a woman who an
swered the telephone there. 

Home-built planes became pop
ular among serious pilots in the 
mid-1980s after many small plane 
makers were targeted in liability 
lawsuits and shut down. Compa
nies that remained in busines.5 
cranked out planes that were 
slower, heavier and much more 
expensive than home-built planes. 

"The experimental community 
just went bananas" about the 
Long EZ, says Drew Steketee of 
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots As
sociation. 

There are questions about how 
composite material, used to make 
the skin of the Long EZ, with
stands the test of time. Some avia
tion engineers say small cracks 
are hard to see. 

And there are no assurances 
that the plane's skin is made the 
same way in every garage. 

"You could come up with parts 
of varying strength," Steketee 
says. "In aviation, that's a no-no." 

The plane can be challenging 
to fly, too. The Long EZ can stall 
at higher speeds than other certi
fied single-engine planes, which 
means pilots must keep the plane 
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OBITUARY: Clinton 
pays tribute to the pop
ular '70s folk-+-......--e 
singer who crashed 
into Monterey Bay. 
From Register news services 

PACIFIC GROVE - John 
Denver was a wholesome, wire
rimmed hippie who turned out 
sunny music for cynical times -
'70s hits such as ''Rocky Moun-
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tain High,'' ''Sunshine on My 
Shoulders'' and ''Take Me Home, 
Country Roads.'' 

He died Sunday afternoon in a 
setting straight out of his music. 
Flying his brand-new experi
mental plane over sea and moun
tains, he crashed into pictur
esque Monterey Bay. He was 53. 

''Who I am is in my songs,'' 
Denver said in a 1986 interview. 
''I love it when people get that." 

Denver's single-engine Y
shaped plane crashed in the 

• 

l 

-• 

choppy waters just off shore. His 
body was badly mangled, and his 
identity was confirmed Monday 
with fingerprints sent from Colo
rado. 

In his songs, Denver portrayed 
a rural American paradise of 
natural beauty and unfailing true 
love. He made music that was all 
reassurance, with an earnest, 
quivering tenor voice and an 
acoustic guitar giving form to 
folk and country elements that 
lent sincerity to pop sentiments. 

• 

, 

• 

•• 
• " ' ' 

-i ~· ~ (1. • 

• 

23 CENTS INDEX AND SECTION GUIDE (_,.. 
• 

''My music and all my work 
stem from the conviction that 
people everywhere are intrinsi
cally the same,"· he once said. 
''When I write a song, I want to 
take the personal exper ience 
that inspired tt and express it in 
as universal a way as possible. 
I'm a global citizen." 

President Clinton on Monday 
said Denver's ''soaring'' music 
touched millions and advanced 
understanding around the world. 

Please see DENVER-Page 23 
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Source: Rutan 
Aircraft, Tearn-EZ, 
pilot Stan Susman 

Glide ratio equals horizontal distance 
traveled over vertical drop. 
........... Long EZ: 17.5-to-1 ratio 
- - Cessna: 9.8-to-1 ratio 
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EZ RIDER: Stan 
Susman owns 
one of the two 
Long EZ planes 
housed at John 
Wayne Airport. 
The plane is 
the same type 
flown by John 
Denver in his 
fatal flight 
Sunday. 

DAVE YODER 
The Register 

"It was a well-maintained, 
award-winning plane," he said. 
"(Denver) probably paid top 
buck for it.'' 

The Associated Press contributed to 
this report. 

DENVER: Plane crash claims 
life of popular '70s singer 
FROM 1 

In a statement issued by the 
White House while Clinton was 
on a South American visit, the 
president praised Denver's envi
ronmental work and said he 
"opened many doors to under
standing among nations." 

"He wrote very simple, beauti
ful songs and he was a complex 
man," said Denver's first wife, 
Annie Denver, for whom he 
wrote his 1974 hit "Annie'~ 

· Song." 
Annie Denver said that after 

the couple had argued and made 
up, Denver wrote "Annie's 
Song" during a 10-minute ride up 
a chairlift in Aspen, Colo. 

"The songs would just come 
from him, as if he was a vehicle 
from God that the songs flowed 
through," she said. "It was a 
part of him that he wasn't very 
ego-attached to. The man was 
driven to write songs. 

"The music came out of a very 
deep place," she added. "And of
tentimes, out of that deepness, 
John felt very alone. If you listen 
to his songs, there's a lot of lone
liness there. I don't think John 
ever really got how much people 
loved him. John was a romantic 
in the best sense of the word, and 
the world can be tough on roman
tics." 

Denver reached his commer
cial peak in the mid-1970s. His 
"Greatest Hits" album, released 
in 1973, stayed in the Top 200 for 
more than three years and has 
sold more than 10 million copies. 
In the 1980s and '90s, Denver con
tinued to perform and record 
while devoting himself to 
causes: wildlife and land conser
vation, alleviating hunger, cur
tailing nuclear power and explor
ing space. 

As musical fashion moved 
away from the folk-pop of the 
1970s, Denver had fewer hits. 
But he continued to make alh11m.., 

and perform, and appeared al
most yearly on television Christ
mas specials and in celebrity 
golf tournaments . 

Denver was an experienced pi
lot who had flown the single-en
gined, fiberglass aircraft many 
times in the past and even used it 
to commute from Colorado to 
Monterey where he could indulge 
his passion for golf and be near a 
daughter in Carmel. 

National Transportation Safe
ty Board spokesman George Pe
terson said Denver had just 
bought the plane and had per
formed three practice touch-and
go landings at the Monterey Pen
insula Airport. He then told the 
tower he would be flying for 
about an hour. 

"The aircraft was about 500 
feet in the air, and about 100 
yards off the coast itself, when 
the engine quit and it went 
straight down into the water " 
said Sheriff Norman Hicks. "'n 
just sort of dove headfirst 
straight down into the water." ' 

The two-seater aircraft was 
built by Rutan Aircraft. Owner 
Dick Rutan and Jeana Yeager in 
1986 made the first nonstop, un
refueled flight around the world 
in an experimental plane named 
Voyager. 

Hicks said toxicology reports 
are done routinely in accidental 
deaths, and results are expected 
in 10 to 14 days. 

Recently, Denver had been 
performing concerts with sym
phony orchestras, and the resur
gence of interest in the 1970s had 
helped his career. Milt Okun, his 
producer, said Denver had just 
received an offer from a major 
record label. 

Funeral arrangements were 
incomplete. 
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Crash of 
singer's 
plane odd, 
pilot says 
REACTION: Local flier 
and fan of the Long EZ 
says the craft is built 
to glide, not nose-dive. 
By TIFFANY MONTGOMERY 
The Orange County Register 

Stan Susman, who flys his 
Long EZ plane to Santa Barbara 
for business and to Cabo San Lu
cas for fun, said Monday that he 
was surprised by eyewitness de
scriptions of John Denver's 
crash. 

Denver also was flying a Long 
EZ, an experimental plane. It is 
categorized as experimental be
cause hobbyists build them -
they are not manufactured. 

Witnesses in Monterey said· 
Denver's plane nosed up, then 
barreled straight down. It ap
peared the engine had stopped. 

Susman, 43, of Costa Mesa, 
said features of the Long EZ can 
prevent that type of accident. 

.,.. The plane has a 17 .5 to 1 glide 
ratio. For every foot the plane 
descends with the engine off, it· 
glides 17.5 feet forward. If Den
ver was flying 500 feet in the air, 
the plane could have traveled 
horizontally 8,000 feet. 

.,.. The wing design of the plane 
is stall-resistant. Usually, if a 
plane travels too slowly, the wing 
will stall, which means it will 
lose lift. The aircraft then falls 
and the pilot loses control. With 
the Long EZ, the main wing still 
creates lift. 

"That's why the crash is very 
mysterious to me," said Susman, 
one of two pilots who house Long 
EZs at John Wayne Airport. 

"It is called a pusher configu
ration," said Dick Knapinski, a 
spokesman for the Experimental 
Aircraft Association, based in 

The Orange County Register FROM PAGE 

SINGER DIES IN EXPERIMENTAL PLANE 
John Denver was killed when the Long EZ aircraft he was piloting stalled and 
plunged 500 feet into the ·Pacific Ocean. The plane can climb up to 30,000 
feet and fly more than 1,000 miles without refueling. 

Rear engine with 
pusher propeller 

LONG EZ SPECIFICATIONS 

Wingspan: 26 ft ., 1 in. Power: 160 hp 
Length: 16 tt.:9 in. Weight: 1,000 lbs. 
Height: 7 ft, 11 in. Max. speed: 220 mph 

EXCEPTIONAL SOARING ABILITY 

Fiberglass 
body 

\ 
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The Long EZ - with its low drag and large wing area - can glide during a 
stall nearly twice as far as a conventional plane. However, Denver's plane 
reportedly dove straight into the ocean, according to eyewitnesses. 

Glide ratio eqt 
traveled over, 
··········· Long I 
- - Cessm 
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Graphics reporting: BRADY MacDONALD 

Oshkosh, Wis. "It is a proven de
sign." 

The pusher configuration con
sists of the engine positioned in 
the rear of the craft and a small 
wing, or canard, fixed to the nose 
to control elevation. 

According to Canard Aviators, 
a group of homebuilt aircraft en
thusiasts, Long EZ aircraft such 
as Denver's suffered 61 acci
dents reported to the National 
Transportation and Safety Board 
from 1983 to 1996. Nineteen in
volved fatalities . 

Long EZs accidents can be at
tributed more to pilot error and 
poor maintenance than the de
sign of the aircraft, said Wayne 
Wright, who maintains Canard 
Aviators' Web site. 

The Long EZ was designed by 
Burt Rutan in the late 1970s. 

''Burt is kind of the God of 
homebuilt aviation," Wright 
said. But he admitted that law
suits filed against Rutan forced 
him to stop selling original plans. 
Plans can still be purchased else
where. 

"It's fairly easy to build, low 
maintenance and easy to oper
ate," Susman said of the Long 
EZ. He flys 300 hours a year in 
his. 

The plane sells secondhand for 
$20,000 to $50,000, Susman said. 
The average cost to build it is 

CRAIG PURSLI 
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Word of Denver's recent pur

chase of the aircraft had spread 
throughout the community of 
Long EZ enthusiasts, Susman 
said. 
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By Robert Hanashlro, USA TODAY 

John Stockton: Knee 
surgery Monday, 1C 

UTAH TO 
OPEN WITH 
STOCKTON 
OFF COURT 
SURGERY TAKES GUARD 
OUT FOR 6-8 WEEKS, 1,3C 

BASEBALL OWNERS 
TO VOTE TODAY ON 
REALIGNMENT 1c 

SL 
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·NEWSLINE 
A QUICK READ ON THE NEWS 

WALL STREET: Dow Jones industrial average rises 
24.07 points to 8096.29; Nasdaq index falls 9.33 to 1732.79; 
30-year Treasury bond yield drops to 6.35%. 1,3B. 

ECO-FRIENDLIER CAR: Toyota unveils world ·s 

AP 
Prius: Small car gets 66 miles per 
gallon with sticker price of $17,900 

first hybrid gas~ 
line-electric vehicle 
aimed at a mass 
market; Ptius, left, 
emits only half car
bon dioxide of com
parable conven
tional engine. 4B. 
IIJI>, Jaguar XJR is 
fast, fancy; 8-cylin
der engine, bells, 
whistles make for 
potent package. 
Test Drive. 8B. 

GETTYSBURG DEVELOPMENT: National 
Park Service names developer to build controversial $43 
million visitor center at Civil War battlefield. 3A. 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION: Two white college 
students file lawsuit against U. of Michigan, Ann Arbor, for 
reverse discrimination after being denied admission. 4A. 

DENVER DEATH: John Denver, left, was ffying 
plane illegally when he died. 3A. 

FREED: Former Illinois con
gressman Dan Rostenkowski re
leased today from halfway house 
after serving sentence for mail 
fraud. 19A. 

POPULATION: Numbers 
falling; in Italy, 1.2 kids per couple 
is lowest anywhere. 24A. 
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